
1 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The Messenger 

 
 

A Monthly Newsletter from St. John Lutheran Church and School 
 

 

 

Inside this Issue…  St. John Lutheran Church 

Devotional Corner page 2 
1537 Day St. Greenleaf 

920-532-4865   

Christian Parenting Today page 3 stjohnwrightstown@gmail.com 
 

Events page 4 St. John Lutheran School 

Church Highlights page 5 
261 Clay St. Wrightstown 

920-532-4361   

School Highlights page 6 office@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Christmas Scrip Orders page 7 www.stjohnwrightstown.com   

Contact Information page 7 
facebook.com/stjohnwrightstown   

  instagram.com/stjohnwrightstown 

    
 
 

Gather. Grow. Go. To the Glory of God! 

mailto:office@stjohnwrightstown.com
http://facebook.com/StJohnWrightstown


2 
 

 
 

 

Worship With Us! 
 
 

Sundays at 7:45 or 10:15 am 

Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

1537 Day St. Greenleaf 

Sunday School and Bible Classes Sundays at 9:00 am 

Devotional Corner 
 

Ever Wonder… How can God forgive me 

for all the bad things I’ve done? 
 

I forgot Valentine’s Day! I had no excuse. There were 

plenty of reminders. My wife asked, “Should we go 

out to eat or to a movie for Valentine’s Day next 

week?” and “Wouldn’t that make a good gift for 

Valentine’s Day?”  

 

Still, I forgot Valentine’s Day. 

That was five years ago. Thankfully, my loving wife 

has forgiven me for my mistake. 

 

My mistake was relatively minor. But sometimes, 

we're wronged by others in ways that are very difficult 

to forgive and impossible to forget. Have you been 

forsaken by a close friend? Is your connection to 

parents or children strained? Does your marriage have 

forbidden subjects, subjects that only reopen old 

wounds?  

 

Forgiveness was offered, but the hurt feelings don’t 

just disappear. To forgive and forget is what you want, 

but sometimes the hurt is so deep that after forgiving, 

you still remember. 

A friend once told me that every time I hurt or offend 

anyone, I also offend God. With the strain my mistakes 

have placed on other relationships, what hope exists 

for a good relationship with God? If forgiveness from 

friends is uncertain, how can I hope for God’s 

forgiveness? 

 

I can have this hope because, thankfully, God thinks 

differently from the way you and I think. 

 

‘For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,’ declares the LORD. Isaiah 55:8 

 

The forgiveness won by Jesus’ death on the cross is 

different.  He lets us know: 

 

As far as the east is from the west, so 

far has he removed our transgressions 

from us. Psalm 103:12 
 

And:  

 

For I will forgive their wickedness and 

will remember their sins no more. 

Jeremiah 31:34 

 

Through Jesus, God forgives, and God forgets! 

 

That's the good news we are reminded of every week 

when we worship. It is the very best news. We hope 

you will join us in celebrating God’s forgiveness!  

 

In Christ's Service and Yours,  

Pastor Mike Gehl 
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Today’s Christian Parenting: 

A Parent’s Guide to Screen Time 
Excerpts from a FocusOnTheFamily.com article by 

Adam Holz 
 

Televisions, laptops, tablets, smartphones, and other 

forms of technology are wonderful tools we can use to 

connect with others, become more informed, save 

time, and entertain ourselves. However, when they 

become impediments to our physical, social, and 

emotional health, those tools become tyrants. They 

may contribute to a lot of wasted time and, in the case 

of our children, interfere with normal emotional and 

relational development. 
 

Therefore, some thoughtful consideration is needed 

regarding how our children may use technology to 

their advantage and avoid the negative aspects of 

spending too much time tethered to devices.  Paying 

attention to the safety, age appropriateness, and 

potential health risks of interaction with technology 

can help parents set some healthy limits for its use. 
 

“Paying attention? When do I have time to pay 

attention?” you ask. We’ve got our own screens to 

view, whether we’re using them to create another 

spreadsheet or (ahem) take a mental health break by 

checking Instagram or playing Words With Friends. 

Setting healthy limits starts with us, because our 

children learn from observing us and are ever ready to 

pounce at the slightest hint of hypocrisy. 
 

So what limits need to be set? Well, it might be helpful 

to remember the acronym TO BE SAFE. 
 

Time 

Observe 
 

Boundaries 

Emotions 
 

Sleep 

Age 

Freedoms  

Earned 

Time 

The best place to start is to set limits on the amount of 

time children spend with technology. Your kids will be 

most likely to stick to the limits you set if you stick to 

them too. Adults can just as easily find themselves 

sucked into the online world when the five minutes 

that was planned for checking emails after work turn 

into several hours of messages back and forth between 

friends. 
 

Experts who study the effects of technology on 

children, youth, and young adults generally 

recommend no more than two hours of non-academic 

screen time per day. This can be tricky, too, because 

kids may have all sorts of reasons to be online—and all 

sorts of ways to sneak in some non-academic screen 

time. This means you need to: 
 

Observe 

You can’t expect to know how your children are using 

their “techno time” unless you are observing how and 

when they’re engaged. While there are many ways to 

monitor usage, the most effective way tends to be via 

programs that encourage parents to talk with their kids 

about safety concerns, be open about the fact that 

they’ll be monitoring usage and plan times to check in 

with one another about how things are going. Based on 

what you observe, you might want to establish some: 
 

Boundaries 

Children need and want good boundaries in their lives 

in order to thrive and grow.  I know, they protest at just 

about every attempt you make to set a limit. That’s 

normal. It’s your child’s way of testing you to see just 

how much you care and what you’re willing to do to 

protect her. Chat with your child about your concerns 

and tie some reasonable limits to those concerns. Put 

some boundaries around: 

• where devices may be used. 

• when devices should be on and off. 

• which social media platforms and web 

environments may be used. 
 

For example, make it a family rule to locate all 

computers in a common area in your home such as a 

family room. Or, to prevent hearing that familiar 

“ping” that signals text messages all night long, 

designate a certain time for phones to be turned off.  

Learn about the social media platforms and web 

environments that are most likely to encourage 

learning and good social engagement and use white 

lists or black lists to set some parameters. 
 

And while you are enforcing those boundaries, pay 

close attention to your kids’ reactions to screen time. 

In other words, notice their: Emotions (cont. on pg 7) 

 

Emotions 
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FVL Open House-  

Monday, February 21st 
All are welcome at Fox Valley Lutheran High School’s 

annual open house.  Join us on Monday, February 21st 

anytime from 5:45-8:30 pm.  Informational sessions 

will be held at 6:00 and 8:00 in the commons area; 

tours and an activities fair will be available from 6:30-

8:00 pm. This event is particularly helpful for middle 

school students thinking of attending for high school, 

as they can meet with club leaders, coaches, teachers, 

administrators, advisors, and future peers.  Families 

can get an idea of which classes may suit their 

student’s needs and which activities they may be 

interested in participating in during their enrollment.    

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
• February 3- First day of STEAM Club 

• February 6- FVL Musicfest 

• February 8- Fellowship luncheon 

• February 9- Open forum Board of Ed meeting 

• February 10-11- No school/teacher’s conference 

• February 14- Church council meeting 

• February 21- FVL open house 

• February 22- Preschool-1st grade field trip 

• February 22- Long-range planning meeting 

• February 25- Hot Lunch 

• March 2- Ash Wednesday Worship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events 

MusicFest at FVL- 

Sunday, February 6th 
Fox Valley Lutheran High School is happy to once 

again be hosting MusicFest, an annual day of music, 

fellowship, and fun.  Join us at FVL on Sunday, 

February 6th, for performances by the Symphonic 

Band, Jazz Ensemble, FVL Schools Cadet Band and 

Concert Winds (featuring middle school students), A 

Cappella Choir, Men’s and Women’s Choirs, 

Choraliers, individuals, and small groups.  Treat 

yourself to some yummy deserts and enjoy fellowship 

as the afternoon progresses.  This year’s event is free, 

though donations are being accepted to help purchase 

performance risers and to help replace outdated tuxedo 

components for some of the music groups.  For more 

information, visit https://www.fvlhs.org/todays-

news/musicfest. 

 

Ash Wednesday/ Lenten Services- 

Wednesday, March 2 
The season of Lent is quickly approaching.  St. John 

will be holding services on Wednesday, March 2 at 

2:00 and 6:30 pm for Ash Wednesday and will 

continue holding mid-week services each Wednesday 

at 6:30 pm through April 6th.  Multiple services will 

also be available on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 

and Easter Sunday. 
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Multiple Opportunities to Serve 
A church is not just a building or a service to attend; 

we don’t just GO to church—we ARE the church.  If 

you have wondered how to take on a more active role, 

there are several areas in St. John currently in need of 

help.  Our congregation’s greatest needs right now are 

for a financial secretary and treasurer to work with the 

church council.  Men or women interested in helping 

to coordinate finances should speak with Pastor Gehl 

or church president Terry Schaeuble.  Opportunities 

are also available to help with ushering, greeting, 

cleaning, running audio equipment, advising the board 

of education, or serving on outreach or stewardship 

committees. 

New Campus Updates 
Our construction of the new, combined church and 

school campus is coming closer and closer.  Some of 

the steps completed by our congregation and BOLD 

STEPS committees include: 

• the sale of our Turner St. church building 

• the sale of our old church parking lot and field 

• the securing of finances through the Lutheran 

Association for Church Extension (LACE) 

• finalizing the footprint for the new building 

• continued meetings to tweak design elements 

within the building 

• ordering the steel for the gym 
 

Upcoming projects for the near future include: 

• the sale of the parsonage 

• seeking out bids for subcontractors 

• seeking volunteers to help complete work on 

the building 

• seeking out financial donations from all 

interested parties 
 

Catalyst Construction, our primary contractor, is well 

known for working side-by-side with many volunteers 

and subcontractors to complete projects as fiscally 

responsibly as possible.  If you are interested in 

submitting subcontractor bids or volunteering your 

services, please contact a member of our BOLD 

STEPS committees. 

Church Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to these church members celebrating in the month of February! Feb 1 Brian A Boldt Feb 1 Brian Boldt Feb 2 Arlene Oakley Feb 3 Michael Geiger Feb 4 Nicole Cappelle Feb 4 Bart Reschke Feb 4 Courtney Schisel Feb 4 Thomas Toseland Feb 5 Eric Beard Feb 6 Elizabeth Ellingboe Feb 7 Wesley Laabs Feb 7 Jeremy Uecker Feb 8 Abigail Raddatz Feb 8 Tyler Vande Hey Feb 12 Alexa Leick Feb 12 Reece Schisel Feb 14 Benjamin Boldt Feb 15 Kevin Laabs Feb 16 Steven Ritter Feb 17 Elliott Diny Feb 18 Melinda Lemke Feb 18 Jacob Schmidt Feb 19 Jean Brandt Feb 19 Debbie Propson Feb 20 Jamie Hein Feb 22 Patricia Vickman Feb 1 Brian A Boldt Feb 1 Brian Boldt Feb 2 Arlene Oakley Feb 3 Michael Geiger Feb 4 Nicole Cappelle Feb 4 Bart Reschke Feb 4 Courtney Schisel Feb 4 Thomas Toseland Feb 5 Eric Beard Feb 6 Elizabeth Ellingboe Feb 7 Wesley Laabs Feb 7 Jeremy Uecker Feb 8 Abigail Raddatz Feb 8 Tyler Vande Hey Feb 12 Alexa Leick Feb 12 Reece Schisel Feb 14 Benjamin Boldt Feb 15 Kevin Laabs Feb 16 Steven Ritter Feb 17 Elliott Diny Feb 18 Melinda Lemke Feb 18 Jacob Schmidt Feb 19 Jean Brandt Feb 19 Debbie Propson Feb 20 Jamie Hein Feb 22 Patricia Vickman Feb 1 Brian A Boldt Feb 1 Brian Boldt Feb 2 Arlene Oakley Feb 3 Michael Geiger Feb 4 Nicole Cappelle Feb 4 Bart Reschke Feb 4 Courtney Schisel Feb 4 Thomas Toseland Feb 5 Eric Beard Feb 6 Elizabeth Ellingboe Feb 7 Wesley Laabs Feb 7 Jeremy Uecker Feb 8 Abigail Raddatz Feb 8 Tyler Vande Hey Feb 12 Alexa Leick Feb 12 Reece Schisel Feb 14 Benjamin Boldt Feb 15 Kevin Laabs Feb 16 Steven Ritter Feb 17 Elliott Diny Feb 18 Melinda Lemke Feb 18 Jacob Schmidt Feb 19 Jean Brandt Feb 19 Debbie Propson Feb 20 Jamie Hein Feb 22 Patricia Vickman 
Feb 1 Brian Boldt 

Feb 1 Brian A. Boldt 

Feb 2 Arlene Oakley 

Feb 3 Michael Geiger 

Feb 4 Nicole Cappelle 

Feb 4 Bart Reschke 

Feb 4 Courtney Schisel 

Feb 4 Thomas Toseland 

Feb 5 Eric Beard 

Feb 6 Elizabeth Ellingboe 

Feb 7 Wesley Laabs 

Feb 7 Jeremy Uecker 

Feb 8 Abigail Raddatz 

 

Church Highlights

 
 

Feb 8 Tyler Vande Hey 

Feb 9 Faye Wierschke 

Feb 12 Alexa Leick 

Feb 12 Reece Schisel 

Feb 14 Benjamin Boldt 

Feb 15 Kevin Laabs 

Feb 16 Steven Ritter 

Feb 17 Elliott Diny 

Feb 18 Melinda Lemke 

Feb 18 Jacob Schmidt 

Feb 19 Jean Brandt 

Feb 19 Debbie Propson 

Feb 20 Jamie Hein 

 

Feb 22 Patricia Vickman  

Feb 25 Alvin Petersen 

Feb 25 Julie Smith 

Feb 26 Chandler Mollen 

Feb 27 Silas Lemke 

Feb 27 Cory Uecker 

Feb 28 Waylon Bauer 

Feb 28 Jonathan Fehlauer  

Feb 28 Reggie Pohlman 

Feb 29 Elizabeth Kussow 

Feb 29 Ryan Lemke 

Feb 29 Richard Patton 
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School Highlights

 
 

School Choice Now Open! 
St. John is a proud member of the Wisconsin Parental 

Choice Program (WPCP/ School Choice).  The 

application period for school choice runs from now 

until April 21st.  Families with students entering preK, 

kindergarten, or first grade as well as students 

transferring in from another school may apply to join 

the program.  Information about the program as well as 

a link to apply are available on our website at 

www.stjohnwrightstown.com/school-choice.   

 

Please remember that previously enrolled students 

must update their application annually to continue 

qualifying. 

 

If you would like assistance in filling out or updating 

an application, please stop into the school office.  Mrs. 

Stary would be happy to help.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

School Birthdays 
Happy birthday to the following students celebrating in 

the month of February! 
 

Lauryn Ripp- February 1st 

Jackson Zuberbier- February 3rd 

Oliver Heimmermann- February 13th 

Gavin Fassbender- February 22nd 

Marlow Marcin- February 25th 

Cory Uecker- February 29th 

 

Open Forum Board of Ed Meeting 
Twice a year, St. John School’s Board of Education 

invites families to attend their meetings and offer input 

on our school.  If you have concerns, questions, or 

commendations for our school, come to St. John 

Lutheran Church on Wednesday, February 9th.  The 

board will be meeting at 7:00 pm.  If you are unable to 

attend but would still like to offer your input, feel free 

to contact the Board of Education’s chairman, Wayne 

Cisler, at boechair@stjohnwrightstown.com.  The 

board is also looking for advisory members; let Wayne 

know if you are interested in contributing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEAM Supply Donations Sought 
The kindergarten-third grade STEAM club is in need 

of a few supplies to complete their planned projects.  

Please look around your house for soda bottles (16-20 

oz size), bottle caps of all sizes, and single-serving 

yogurt containers.  Cleaned containers and caps can be 

dropped off at school or church for Mrs. Wicks.  

 

 

http://www.stjohnwrightstown.com/school-choice
mailto:boechair@stjohnwrightstown.com
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Church Office    920-532-4865  stjohnwrightstown@gmail.com 

School Office     920-532-4361  office@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Pastor Mike Gehl    920-309-5171  pastorgehl@gmail.com 

Tim Raddatz, principal and   

    2nd-4th grade teacher   920-636-5007  tim.raddatz@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Dillon Solomon, 5th-8th grade teacher 248-525-3700  dillon.solomon@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Rebecca Wicks, K-1st grade teacher 920-809-8648  rebecca.wicks@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Jamie Buss, PreK teacher   920-538-0470  jamie.buss@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Alexa Foelske, preschool teacher  920-323-4185  alexa.foelske@stjohnwrightstown.com 

 

 www.stjohnwrightstown.com 

  facebook.com/StJohnWrightstown 

  instagram.com/stjohnwrightstown 

Contact Us 

A Parent’s Guide to Screen Time 
Continued from page 3 
 

Emotions 

After your children disengage from technology as the 

day wears on, do you notice that certain emotions such 

as anger and sadness seem to linger? If so, tell them 

what you’ve noticed and ask them if they can explain 

why there seems to be a connection between 

technology use and their changing emotions. 
 

It is not unusual for boys to be more aggressive after 

playing games online and engaging in social media, 

while girls will often show more signs of depression, 

anxiety, and dissatisfaction with their lives. If these 

changes begin to look like a pattern, you’ll need to 

limit technology and encourage more direct 

involvement with family and friends, as well as healthy 

physical exercise.  Rigorous activities provide a good 

outlet for emotions and encourage self-care along with: 
 

Sleep 

We have a generation of sleep-deprived youth, 

primarily because of how hard it is for them to walk 

away from technology. There is a new phenomenon 

known as “fear of missing out” or FOMO, which 

basically refers to anxiety about not being in the social 

media or other online “loop” while one is sleeping. 

 

Add to that the fact that the lights and colors on 

screens interfere with normal sleep patterns, and the 

youth of today have a difficult time getting to sleep 

and staying asleep.  

 

This wouldn’t be so bad if it just meant that we noticed 

a lot of yawning in our kids. But sleep deprivation, 

especially over time, can contribute to serious health 

problems.  Sleep is essential to optimum physical, 

social, and emotional health. So, hold firm to limits on 

screen time, encourage your children to turn off the 

screens at least two hours before bedtime, and help 

them get at least 7 hours of uninterrupted sleep. 

 

Age  

In general, the younger a child is, the more limits you 

need to put on technology use and the hope is that as 

the child gets older, he or she will begin to internalize 

those limits and learn self-discipline. If so, growing 

kids should be rewarded with: 

 

Freedoms Earned 

Give some new freedoms for respecting the boundaries 

you’ve put into place. When you reward a son or 

daughter for being disciplined consumers of 

technology, this motivates their siblings to comply so 

they can have the same freedoms extended to them. 

 

You can expect some pushback from your children 

when you attempt to set limits on technology and 

establish healthy self-care practices for your family. 

But don’t let that discourage you. You’ll be 

contributing to their overall health and teaching them 

some good boundaries they can pass on someday. 

 
 

To view the full article, visit www.focusonthefamily.com/ 

parenting/a-parents-guide-to-screen-time-during-

coronavirus/ 

mailto:alexa.foelske@stjohnwrightstown.com
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/

