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Devotional Corner 
 

Ever Wonder… Why should I get up in the 

morning and live life? 
 

I always wanted to be a morning person. You know, 

the kind of people who whistle on the way to the 

shower and sing while they dress. Unfortunately, I'm 

not that kind of person. I'm one whose addiction to the 

snooze button almost always has me rushing around in 

the morning, trying not to be late for the day’s events. 

 

God’s Word is like an alarm that's ringing. Every time 

we have lust in our hearts, it rings. Every time we utter 

an obscenity, it rings. Every time our mouths are full 

of coarse joking, we hear it ring. The temptation is to 

hit the snooze button of our conscience and continue 

sleeping in sin. But snoozing through the alarm of 

God’s holy will is more serious than showing up late 

for a meeting. If we ignore what God commands, we're 

in for a rude awakening. In the Bible, we read,  
 

God’s wrath comes on those who are 

disobedient. Ephesians 5:6 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship With Us! 
 
 

Sundays at 7:45 or 10:15 am 

Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

1537 Day St. Greenleaf 

Sunday School and Bible Classes Sundays at 9:00 am 

No matter how much we cover our heads with the 

blanket of denial, we cannot and will not escape the 

alarm of God’s justice. 
  
God’s alarm is ringing for us,  
 

Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you. 

Ephesians 5:14 
 

Jesus is the light of the world. He came to dispel the 

darkness that shrouded us by sin and death. His light 

shone brightly when he was lifted up on a cross to die 

in order to take away our death. And his light exploded 

in brilliance when he rose from the dead to prove that 

he's the world’s Savior. Through the good news of 

God’s Word, the light of Jesus Christ shines on us to 

awaken us from the slumber of sin and darkness of 

death. 
 

I have work to do on my morning routine. I need to 

strive to not keep hitting the snooze button. But praise 

be to God for Jesus, whose light from the cross and 

empty grave shines on us. Led by his light, we can get 

up in the morning to live life,  
 

Always giving thanks to God the Father 
for everything, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 5:20 
 

In Christ's Service and Yours! -Pastor Mike Gehl 
 



3 
 

    

Today’s Christian Parenting: 

Four Tips for Raising 

Independent Kids 
Excerpts from a Pillars CLC article 
 

As parents, it’s so important for us to encourage our 

kids to develop the skills needed to become 

independent as they grow and develop. Children need 

to learn how to do certain things for themselves as 

early as possible in order to help them develop a sense 

of independence as they grow into self-sufficient 

adults. These types of vital life skills help to build their 

sense of autonomy and increase their confidence when 

it comes to taking care of themselves. Self-reliance 

also helps children develop healthy self-esteem, which 

is crucial as they build social relationships.  

 

It’s never too early to equip children with the skills 

they’ll need to develop independence. Here are some 

useful tips you may find handy as you help your child 

become a well-adjusted individual:  

 

Stop doing everything for your child 

It’s natural for us, as parents, to want to do whatever 

we can to help our children and try to give them the 

best life we can. We want to be there for our kids and 

oftentimes we may find ourselves doing everything for 

them. It may even seem like a great way of showing 

love and affection. However, there are times when we 

need to allow children to try things on their own, 

without any intervention or help from mom or dad.  

 

Make an effort to let your little one accomplish some 

tasks on his or her own. Start with simple things, like 

letting kids make their own beds, put away their 

clothes, and help you set the table for meals.  

 

Give your child responsibilities 

Another good strategy is giving your child age-

appropriate chores. Doing so teaches youngsters about 

the importance of responsibility while preparing them 

for adulthood. Studies have shown that kids who are 

given opportunities to help out with chores from an  

early age grow up to be more independent than their 

peers who haven’t learned these types of life skills. 

 

Start by allowing your little one to complete a few age-

appropriate tasks at home. These tasks can be simple 

ones, such as folding laundry, putting away toys, and 

helping with meal prep. Not only is this an excellent 

way to help children become more independent, but 

it’s also a great way to make them feel that they’re a 

valuable and indispensable part of the family.  
 

Encourage problem-solving 

The parental instinct to jump in and fix our kids’ 

problems can be hard to avoid, especially when we see 

our kids struggling. However, letting our youngsters 

tackle certain problems on their own is an important 

step in helping them become independent. In fact, 

these types of situations are perfect opportunities for 

them to learn how to brainstorm and find solutions on 

their own. 
 

You can encourage your child to come up with 

solutions to problems by asking “how” questions. For 

example, if your child missed the school bus because 

he or she woke up late, you can ask something like, 

“How will you make sure you get up early so you 

don’t miss the bus next time?” Or if your little one has 

accidentally destroyed his or her brother’s toy, you can 

ask, “What can you do to make him feel better?” 
 

Allow room for mistakes 

Unfortunately, many children are raised in a culture of 

fear and negative reinforcement. This type of 

environment instills the idea that mistakes are 

equivalent to failure, but this is not the case. Every 

mistake is an opportunity to learn. 
 

Allow your child the necessary room to make 

mistakes, and don’t pressure children to be perfect. 

From time to time, your child will fail, and that’s okay. 

Failures and shortcomings are part of growing up, and 

everyone makes mistakes. What’s important is for 

children to be brave enough to take risks and learn 

valuable lessons from their own mistakes.  
 

Additionally, it’s important for parents to remember to 

focus on their children’s efforts instead of their 

shortcomings. Growth is a product of their effort, and 

isn’t something that’s merely measured by results.  
 

Independent children grow up to be more self-

sufficient, responsible, and successful adults. Use these 

tips to help you raise independent kids.  
 

Visit https://www.thepillarsclc.com/raising-

independent-kids/ to view the full article. 

https://www.thepillarsclc.com/raising-independent-kids/
https://www.thepillarsclc.com/raising-independent-kids/
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• May 8- Mother’s Day/ Flowers May Be Picked Up 

at Church 

• May 10- School Performance Night at WHS 

• May 11- FVL Schools Track Meet 

• May 15- 2nd-4th Grades Sing at Both Services 

• May 15- FVL Spring Band Concert 

• May 16- FVL Jazz Concert 

• May 21- Brat Fry at Dick’s to Support Playground 

• May 22- FVL Choirs and Choraliers Concert 

• May 23- PTO Virtual Meeting  

• May 27- Last Day of School 

• May 30- Memorial Day 

• June 4- Fishing Tournament 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming Events 

Last Day of School Activities-  

Friday, May 27th  
The school year is quickly coming to a close, to the 

relief of teachers and students alike!  Our last day of 

school is set aside for a day of celebration and fun.  

Join us at school for a closing service and awards 

ceremony at 9:00 am, fun and games at 10:00, and 

lunch at 11:00.  Weather permitting, all events will be 

held outside.  All students will be dismissed at 12:00. 

School Performance Night- 

Tuesday, May 10th 
Our school’s annual Grandparent’s Day performance 

has been re-labeled as School Performance Night.  

This year’s theme will be Bedtime Stories.  Join us at 

6:00 pm in the Wrightstown High School auditorium 

as our classes present classic, beloved stories, new 

favorites, and even a remix put together by our upper 

graders!  Light refreshments will follow the 

performances.  

FVL Concerts- 

May 15th, 16th, and 22nd  
FVL bands and choirs are wrapping up their school 

year with a series of concerts open to the public.  Head 

to FVL on Sunday, May 15th, at 2:00 pm for the Spring 

Band Concert.  Come again on Monday, May 16th, at 

7:00 pm for a Jazz Concert. Finally, return on Sunday, 

May 22nd, for the Choirs and Choraliers Concert. 
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rren Winkler 
Happy Birthday to these church members celebrating during the month of May! 

 

May 2 Debra Gilson 

May 2 Douglas Otten 

May 2 Ethel Reschke 

May 4 Jolene Loritz 

May 4 Michael Sewell 

May 5 Clara Bohrtz 

May 6 Clayton Herlache 

May 6 Jon Schmidt 

May 7 Kenneth Gilson 

May 8 Adeline Bohrtz 

May 8 Tanya Parrish 

May 9 Nichole Myers 
 

Three Weekly Worship 

Opportunities Remain 
St. John Lutheran Church will continue to offer two 

Sunday worship opportunities at 7:45 and 10:15 am 

throughout the summer rather than going down to one 

service as in the past.  Thursday night services will 

also remain at 6:30 pm over the summer.  These three 

opportunities will allow us to fit everyone in to our 

smaller facility as well as allowing families to attend 

worship before heading out on weekend adventures.  

Sunday Bible classes will also remain in place at their 

9:00 am time slot.  Our only change will be Sunday 

School taking its typical break between Memorial Day 

and Labor Day.  Be sure to take advantage of the extra 

opportunities and join us for worship regularily!   

April Updates on New Campus 
Progress continues to be made on our new campus!  

Our plans have passed through the Village of 

Wrightstown’s approval process with flying colors.  

That allows us to get in official bids for all of our 

subcontractors.  A groundbreaking ceremony will be 

announced soon, and work is likely to begin early in 

June.  Please continue to keep our project in your 

prayers that all goes well and our building and site 

comes together quickly! 

 

Church Birthdays 

Church Highlights

 
 

 

May 10 Sue Rosenbaum 

May 10 Ross Vande Hey 

May 12 Amy Bowers 

May 12 Hattie Juedes 

May 12 MaKenna Leick 

May 14 Alexander Sewell 

May 18 Timothy Jandrey 

May 18 Brenda Van Schyndel 

May 19 Matteah Gehl 

May 19 Kenneth Wierschke 

May 20 Loree Baumgartener 

May 20 Lincoln Snyder 
 

 

May 22 Ginny Uecker 

May 23 Gregory Gutzman 

May 25 Emily Fehlauer 

May 26 Lou Ann Gutzman 

May 27 Gary Brandt 

May 27 Andrea Kussow 

May 28 Mary Fritsch 

May 29 Miranda Gehl 

May 29 Holly Snyder 

May 31 Terry Sieker 
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School Highlights

 
 

Playground Fundraising 
St. John choose to work on installing a playground at 

our new campus ourselves rather than have it included 

in our main building plan, and our PTO has been hard 

at work earning money for a great set of equipment!  

They managed to raise $15,000 in sponsorships for the 

bowling tournament and have more projects in mind.  

The sale of flowers for Mother’s Day will contribute, 

as will a brat fry to be held at Dick’s Family Foods on 

May 21st.  Please watch for more information about 

volunteering for the brat fry and other upcoming 

activities.  Thank you to everyone who has worked so 

hard to help us work towards an awesome playground! 
 
 

 
 

 

School Birthdays 
Happy birthday to the following students celebrating in 

the month of May! 

 

Clara Bohrtz- May 5 

Addie Bohrtz- May 8 

Cora Petersen- May 18 

Nolan Olson- May 30 

 
 

 

AR Point Store Closes May 20th 
Students have enjoyed earning reading prizes through 

the Accelerated Reader (AR) Point Store this year.  

Please note that point totals for the AR store will be 

closing on May 20th so that students have time to make 

their final purchases and use any special coupons they 

picked out.  Many are looking forward to using 

coupons to take over teaching for an hour or water-

ballooning a teacher during our last week of school! 

 

 

St. John is Nationally Accredited! 
WELSSA (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

School Accreditation) completed a second site visit to 

St. John on April 11th and 12th. The WELSSA team, in 

conjunction with NCPSA (National Council for Private 

School Accreditation), has approved St. John Lutheran 

School for Accreditation!  Some recommendations 

remain to further improve our school, which our staff 

are continuing to work on in addition to looking 

forward to all of the upcoming improvements that our 

new campus will make possible.  Many thanks to all 

who worked so hard to make the accreditation possible 

and to all those who support our school on a regular 

basis!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

  

Church Office    920-532-4865  stjohnwrightstown@gmail.com 

School Office     920-532-4361  office@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Pastor Mike Gehl    920-309-5171  pastorgehl@gmail.com 

Tim Raddatz, principal and   

    2nd-4th grade teacher   920-636-5007  tim.raddatz@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Dillon Solomon, 5th-8th grade teacher 248-525-3700  dillon.solomon@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Rebecca Wicks, K-1st grade teacher 920-809-8648  rebecca.wicks@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Jamie Buss, PreK teacher   920-538-0470  jamie.buss@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Alexa Foelske, preschool teacher  920-323-4185  alexa.foelske@stjohnwrightstown.com 

 

 www.stjohnwrightstown.com 

  facebook.com/StJohnWrightstown 

  instagram.com/stjohnwrightstown 

Contact Us 

Save on tuition spending or support our school through 

use of the Scrip program!  Scrip is a highly rated 

fundraising program that allows customers to purchase 

gift cards at face value and receive a portion of the 

money spent as a rebate to their organization.  St. John 

Lutheran School partners with the Scrip program to 

allow families to use a portion of the organization’s 

rebate towards paying off their tuition.  Families who 

use Scrip on a regular basis could save hundreds on 

their tuition.  Saving is easy—just fill out a form to get 

physical gift cards from us or use the online program or 

app to get printable certificates, cards that can be 

scanned from your phone, or to reload a previously 

purchased card.  To get started, check out 

stjohnwrightstown.com/resources or contact Mrs. 

Wicks or Dierdra Starry.  

Save on Tuition & Support our School! 

mailto:alexa.foelske@stjohnwrightstown.com

