
Mrs. Bunn’s Classroom Informa�on 
 

In reading class, all students do a variety of things each day right now.  We have a read aloud first.  This last 

week’s books were all by the author Robert Munsch.  He is a favorite among students because he tells humorous ta-

les of children who make bad choices.  We also do word work each day where we review phonics rules especially 

with vowels and we always do some spelling ac�vi�es with a variety of word families.  Then the students have an op-

portunity to read aloud to me, their friends, or a volunteer.  We also do some reading together where we discuss a 

story in our reading books and then we work with the focus skills or the week.  Most of the students have been work-

ing with verb forms or suffixes. 

 In music class, we took a break from singing and are working with the piano app on the iPads.  Doing piano on 

the iPad is a bit limited, but it does allow us to explore the basics of how a keyboard is laid out and how each key is 

assigned a different pitch that corresponds to a line or space on the staff.  So far, all students have mastered a one 

finger melody on their iPad. 

 Now is a good �me to check for schoolbooks in your home.  Some�mes books do not make it back to 

school.  It is especially important to immediately return books in a series since there are other students wai�ng for 

some of the more popular books.  All of our books are easy to find since they have an Accelerated Reader level label 

on the spine. 

 I also wanted to share the text of a very encouraging meme that a friend posted on Facebook.  If you are like 

me, and concerned for your child and what type of world they will have to face when they get older, you will likely 

find this to be a good reminder that God is in control.   

 

Do not feel sorry for or fear for your kids because the world they are going to grow up in is not what it used to be. God 

created them and called them for the exact moment in �me that they are in. Their life was not a coincidence or an 

accident. Raise them up to know the power they walk in as children of God. Train them up in the authority of His 

Word. Teach them to walk in faith knowing that God is in control. Empower them to know they can change the world. 

Do not teach them to be fearful and disheartened by the state of the world but hopeful that they can do something 

about it. Every person in all of history has been placed in the �me that they were in because of God’s sovereign plan. 

He knew Daniel could handle the lion’s den. He knew David could handle Goliath. He knew Esther could handle Ham-

an. He knew Peter could handle persecu�on. He knows that your child can handle whatever challenge they face in 

their life. He created them specifically for it! Do not be scared for your children, but be honored that God chose YOU 

to parent them! Teach them God's love and to share it with everyone! Rise up to the challenge. Raise Daniels, Davids, 

Esthers and Peters! God is not scratching His head wondering what He is going to do with this mess of a world. He has 

an army He is raising up to drive back the darkness and make Him known all over the earth!!! Do not let your fear 

steal the greatness God placed in them. I know it is hard to imagine them as anything besides our sweet li-le babies, 

and we just want to protect them from anything that could ever be hard on them, but they were born for such a �me 

as this. --Anonymous 
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It is hard to believe that a li0le invisible bug has had such a profound impact on our lives for almost a year now. It is 

affected our lifestyle, our schedule, our ac�vi�es, our interac�ons, our a1re, and certainly our mindset. I think we are 

designed to much rather deal with - and much more easily handle - enemies and challenges that we can see. An oncom-

ing car is hugging the center line - I can deal with that by hugging the shoulder of my own lane to allow for plenty of 

space between us. The sun is causing the sidewalk to shine because it is covered with ice - I can deal with that by cau-

�ously shuffle-stepping my way across. It is more difficult to see my feet because I have put on a few pounds over the 

Christmas holiday - I can deal with that by going to the gym or spending some �me on the ellip�cal un�l my scale stops 

groaning when I step on it and my midsec�on becomes a li0le less curvy. Maybe that is why we struggle so much with 

ma0ers of faith. By defini�on, faith is being sure and certain of things that we DON'T / CAN'T see. We can trust in things 

that we can see. We can easily deal with things that are visible. Faith relies on the intangible. That is why Epiphany is an 

important season of the church year. It is the season that follows Christmas, and it celebrates how Jesus reveals himself 

as our Savior in many different ways. The account of the Wise Men revealed him as the Savior of the whole world and 

not just for a certain group of people. The account of Jesus' bap�sm reveals him as our perfect subs�tute - the one who 

stepped into our place to live our perfect life and suffer what our sins deserved. The various accounts of Jesus' teaching 

and preaching reveal him as the Prophet who declares God's love to us. And the miracles of Jesus reveal him as the al-

mighty Son of God who can accomplish more than we can ask or imagine. Epiphany began on January 6th (the 12th day 

of Christmas) and con�nues for another month. May the revealing of Jesus during this �me open the eyes of your faith 

to walk through this new year with confidence and joy!  

In Christ's service and yours... Pastor Mike Gehl 

Ms. Buss’ Classroom        (Con�nued on page two) 
 

I want to start off by wishing you a very Happy New Year!  I hope your �me over the Christmas break was 

relaxing and rewarding to you however that should look.  Thank you so much for the very though@ul Christ-

mas giAs that you and your children gave this year.  I enjoyed the giAs and the treats, and I truly felt your 

generosity.  Thank you so much! 

 

I have a few quick reminders for you.  On January 19th, we have our picture retake day in case anyone is in-

terested in taking advantage of that opportunity.  It will be in the morning again just like when they were 

here in the fall.   

 

Second quarter will be coming to an end on January 22nd.  That is a Friday and there is NO SCHOOL on that 

day.  We have covered a lot of material this year up to this point.  We are about halfway through the alpha-

bet.  Last week we were working on the le0er U and for Math we were star�ng to work with Geoboards.  We 

con�nue to work on other concepts such as pa0erns, and rhyming as well.  For religion last week, we dis-

cussed the Wise Men coming to visit Jesus.  We also spent �me discussing the giAs that they brought him as 

the Wise Men knew that Jesus was the King, God, and that he would grow up to die to take away our sins.   



Classroom News 

We are back!  

As much as I could always do with a few more days to the Christmas break I am glad to be back with preschool. We 

definitely are needing a li0le prac�ce to remember the rou�nes that come with school but all of preschool is happy 

to be back to school with friends and schedules we know. 

 

We started off the new year with a review week knowing we needed that �me to review not only our le0er but also 

school procedures and manners. You may have seen a laminated purple paper come home in your child's folder. We 

have new name papers at school and your child is encouraged to use the old one to prac�ce their name at home.  

 

Bible story is now all about Jesus! (Not that the Old Testament stories do not point to Christ we just do not see him 

so obviously as in The New Testament.) We learned about Mary and Joseph having to run to Egypt to flee King 

Harod and his plan to kill Jesus. We are now learning about Jesus going to the temple and being a kid just like us. 

(Except he was perfect all the �me!) We will then start to hear about Jesus bap�sm and all the amazing miracles he 

would perform. 

 

 This week we started the le0er L and will move on to M next week. We are working on Rectangles, number 6, and 

orange this month. We have begun to be more independent during work �me which is definitely a huge step since 

the beginning of the year. This will also allow for more ac�vi�es to be accomplished as we progress.  

 

We have changed our monthly story from the Elves and the shoemaker to a whole book on Jingles, Poems and 

Rhymes. Think Mother Goose, jump rope rhymes, and other short stories like that. We are working on staying fo-

cused on li0le short stories, one per page, rather than a whole book being used. 

 

Picture retake day is coming up on  January 19. If your child did not have their picture taken or if you would like a 

retake, please have your child a0end school that day or stop in that morning. Let me know if you want to switch 

days that week to make things easier for you if a quick stop in is not possible. 

 

As always contact me with any ques�ons or concerns you have.  Mrs. Alexa Foelske 

(Con�nued from page one) 
 

The next special day that will be upon us will be Valen�ne’s Day.  I do plan to have the kids exchange Valen-

�nes this year on Wednesday, February 10th.  There are a total of 9 kids in our class (including your child).  I 

usually suggest having your child write their name in the FROM sec�on.  This is good wri�ng prac�ce for 

them as we do name wri�ng work on a daily basis in the morning.  I have the children leave the TO part emp-

ty as it does make it easier to pass out the valen�nes with the kiddos.  The kids will be making their own bags 

at school that they will be able to use to take home their valen�nes.  There is no school on Thursday or Fri-

day February 11th and 12th that week.   
 

As always, if you have any ques�ons, please reach out to me.  Again, I wish you a happy and blessed New 

Year!  Ms. Jamie Buss 

Classroom News 

Mrs. Wicks Classroom News 

 

I hope that everyone had a good Christmas break with their families.  The students came back full of excitement for 

all that they had done and go0en.  Many thanks for all of the giAs that were given to me-- I have been once again 

abundantly blessed.  Our volunteers also expressed their thanks for the giAs given them.   

 

We will be wrapping up our second quarter on January 21st.  Students have been doing wonderfully with their AR 

reading goals and I an�cipate everyone in our class ge1ng to par�cipate in our "Starbooks Cafe" rewards day, where 

they can enjoy a hot drink, some snacks, and a movie.   

 

Third quarter will bring some new opportuni�es and new challenges for our grades.  Kindergarten will be star�ng 

some basic spelling words; parents should watch for an introductory note with �ps on how to help their child prac-

�ce their words.  A new list will come out each Monday with a test on Fridays.  We have already been prac�cing 

sounding out words and spelling them on our whiteboards and the students have been doing well. 

 

First graders will con�nue their progression in AR reading.  During the third quarter, I will ask that students a0empt 

to do most of their comprehension reading and the associated quizzes aloud to their parents or an older sibling.  Par-

ents can s�ll help with the most difficult words.  I will highly encourage students to pick books with a yellow 

(kindergarten level) or blue (first grade level) s�cker on the bo0om of the book spine unless their reading abili�es 

have progressed beyond these.  I do not expect students to try to tackle some of the third and fourth grade level 

books available in our classroom. 

 

With the end of second quarter, you should also be receiving report cards near the end of the month.  I am excited to 

see all of the progress that students have been making!  We do not have scheduled parent/teacher conferences, but 

please let me know if you would like to plan a mee�ng to discuss anything that comes up-- whether in the report 

card or in the regular course of things. 

Mr. Raddatz’s Room 
 

It is hard to believe that we are just a week away from the end of second quarter and first semester.  Entering 

the school year there was much anxiousness about whether we could make it this far without a long period or 

the deliberate change to virtual learning, however, we have been blessed to stay the test of �me and look for-

ward to comple�ng the year just the same. 

 

Parents I would like to send along a few reminders as the quarter/semester draws to a close.  All make up 

work, correc�ons, or retakes HAVE TO be handed in by Friday, January 15
th

.  If you have any concerns about 

assignments found in the online gradebook, please feel free to reach out to me for clarifica�on or further ex-

plana�on.  Please note that January 22
nd

 is a day off for students but a workday for us teachers.  This teacher in

-service day allows us to gather all work from the quarter making sure everything has been reviewed, correct-

ed, and grades inpu0ed or modified to reflect current grades for report cards that come out the week aAer. 


