
 
 

1 
 

   

The 

 Messenger 
 

A Monthly Newsletter from St. John Lutheran Church and School 

Inside this Issue… 

Devotional Corner page 2 

Christian Parenting Today page 3 

Events page 4 

Church Highlights page 5 

School Highlights page 6 

Christmas Scrip Orders page 7 

Contact Information page 7 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
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Gather. Grow. Go.  To the Glory of God! 
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Devotional Corner 

Dress Yourself with... Patience 

It was 21 degrees below zero the February morning 

Jerome’s son decided to enter this world. Jerome held 

his son and lovingly hugged his mother. Then he left 

so his wife could get some much-needed rest. On his 

way out the door he promised he would bring her 

some of her favorite chocolate when he returned.  

 

When Jerome headed back to the hospital, however, he 

forgot about the chocolate. As soon as he entered the 

room and saw the disappointed look on his wife’s face, 

he realized his mistake. He apologized profusely and 

his wife forgave him. Her God-given patience allowed 

her to overlook his offense.  

 

That’s what Solomon had in mind when he wrote:  

A man’s wisdom gives him 

patience; it is to his glory to 

overlook an offense.  

Proverbs 19:11 

 

It is the human, sinful thing to store up offenses in 

feelings of resentment. It is the godly, glorious 

thing to forgive them.  

 

God is hurt deeply every time we offend him by 

ignoring one of his commandments. He has the 

right to condemn us for our many offenses.  

Instead, God loves us and sent his Son, Jesus to be 

our Savior. Knowing how God has forgiven us for 

our many offenses makes us willing to forgive 

those who offend us.  

 

We hope you visit us soon. The more we learn 

about God’s love and forgiveness, the more we 

can grow in our wisdom and patience. In Christ's 

Service and Yours! Pastor Mike Gehl 

 

Therefore… clothe 

yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness, 

and patience.  Colossians 3:12 

 

 

Worship With Us! 

Worship Sundays at 7:45 or 10:15 am 

and Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

 at 1537 Day St. Greenleaf 

Sunday School and Bible Study are on Sundays at 9:00 am. 
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Christian Parenting Today: 
Children, Parenting, and Holiday Stress 

Excerpts from a PineRest.org article by Amanda 

Shaneberger, MA, LPC, Limited Licensed Psychologist 

 

The holidays are supposed to be a “happy” time for 

children and families; a season filled with wonder and 

joy. However, for some families the holidays can be 

very challenging due to busy schedules, holiday 

parties, family gatherings and less outdoor time to play 

due to colder weather. Children in particular are 

sensitive to the changes in routine that may occur 

during holidays and the resulting stress on the family. 

 

Warning Signs of Too Much Stress in Kids 

 Children experiencing stress during the holidays 

may seem more withdrawn. 

 They may appear to be more emotional and tearful 

or not themselves. 

 They may complain of stomachaches and 

headaches. 

 They may exhibit behaviors such as biting their 

nails, chewing clothing or pulling out their hair. 

 Some children may experience more frequent 

tantrums or regress in other behaviors. 

 They may seem less interested in activities that 

they once looked forward to doing. 

 

Hints for Reducing Your Family’s Holiday Stress 

 

Routines: During the holiday season, routines are 

often disrupted by holiday gatherings, school 

programs and community events. Routines make 

children feel safe and can help reduce anxiety. 

Consider keeping routines as typical as possible. 

Bedtime routines are particularly important since high 

quality sleep is essential to being able to cope with 

stress. When this is not an option, encourage your 

child to bring a favorite toy, book or blanket along 

with them. Some families choose to pack pajamas and 

a toothbrush for their child they will not be able to 

arrive home until after their usual bed time. This way  

if they fall asleep in the car on the way home, they can 

be carried to bed upon arrival. 

 

Priorities:  When invited to yet another holiday 

function, consider if it is a priority for your family. It’s 

ok to say “no” and to give yourself and your family 

permission not to participate in every cookie swap or 

ugly sweater party. Take a moment to think about 

what traditions are most important to your family and 

prioritize them. Over-scheduling your family will 

likely cause you as the parent to feel stressed which 

can make it more difficult for you to manage your own 

emotions while parenting your children. 

 

Downtime: Intentionally schedule downtime for your 

family. Children need time to relax and restore. 

Parents do, too! Use the time to check in with each 

other and to reflect on the reason for the season. 

 

Nutrition:  If you expect a holiday dinner may be 

filled with loads of sweets, ensure that your children 

were offered healthier meals earlier in the day.  

Staying hydrated is also important. Don’t forget to 

pack water bottles when you will be out and about and 

remember to take breaks to drink up! 
 

Exercise:   Offer opportunities for you and your 

children to spend time outdoors playing and burning 

off those Christmas cookies. Sledding can be an 

amusing activity that can wear down anxieties and 

make falling asleep at bedtime a bit easier (something 

many children find difficult during this season due to 

all of the excitement and merriment). 
 

Merry & Bright:  Finally, don’t forget to have some 

fun and laugh this holiday season. Children often take 

their cues from their parents and if you aren’t having 

fun, they probably aren’t either. Take time to watch a 

holiday comedy, play in the snow and truly take 

delight in the wonder of this Christmas season! 
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Upcoming Events 

Christmas Parade- 

Saturday, December 4th 
Join St. John Lutheran Church and School as we walk 

with a float and hand out goodies at Wrightstown’s 

annual parade.  Our theme will be “Jesus is my rock 

and that’s how I roll!”  Those wishing to help decorate 

the float and/or walk with us should meet at school at 

2:00 pm.  We will proceed from there to the staging 

area along School Street and will transport as many 

youngsters as possible back to school from the end of 

the route.  A tree lighting ceremony will follow the 

end of the parade at the river overlook downtown.  

A Light For Our Darkness- 

Sunday, December 19th 
Our K-8

th
 grade classes will present their Christmas 

program, A Light For Our Darkness, on Sunday, 

December 19
th

 during two services.  With limited 

seating in our Greenleaf church, please register on the 

sign up in the back of church or using this link online:  

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4DABAB23ABFF2

-k8christmas. 

 December 4-   Bold Steps Forum at church 

 December 4-   Wrightstown Christmas Parade 

 December 7-   Martha’s Circle 

 December 10- Brown County hearing and vision 

  screenings at school 

 December 10- Adult Christmas party and  

 ornament exchange 

 December 14- Church fellowship lunch 

 December 19- K-8 Christmas services 8:00 and  

 10:00 am 

 December 22- EC Christmas program at WHS 

 December 24-31- No School/ Christmas Break 

 December 24- Christmas Eve Worship 2:00 and   

 6:30 pm 

 December 25- Christmas Day Worship 9:00 am 

 December 31- New Year’s Eve Worship 2:00 and  

 6:30 pm 

 January 3-       Classes resume 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Miracle in the Manger- 

Wednesday, December 22nd 
The preschool and pre-K classes will be presenting 

their Christmas program, Miracle in the Manger, at the 

Wrightstown High School auditorium this year.  We 

invite you to join us at 6:00 pm and stay through the 

program and the cookie exchange/ social to follow.  

Bring your favorite Christmas cookies to share! 
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Church Highlights 

Adult Ornament Exchange/ 

Christmas Party 
Adults are invited to our annual ornament exchange 

and Christmas party on Friday, December 7
th

 from 

6:00-9:00 pm.  Join us at the Brandts’ house at 259 

Allison Ct. for an evening of fun!  Bring a wrapped 

ornament in the $10 range to participate in the 

exchange (or two if a husband and wife are 

participating separately) as well as an appetizer or 

snack to pass.  Non-alcoholic drinks will be provided, 

but feel free to bring your own beer, wine, or spirits.   

 

Happy Birthday to the following church members celebrating in the month of December! 

Dec 3 Michael Gehl 

Dec 4 Lincoln Cisler 

Dec 5 Danielle Bruecker 

Dec 5 Linda Sieker 

Dec 6 Mason Kussow 

Dec 7 Carol Just 

Dec 7 Eric Kraus 

Dec 8 Christopher Wicker 

Dec 9 Shawn Jandrey 

 

Church Birthdays 

Dec 11 Jared Hendricks 

Dec 11 Lynn Zirbel 

Dec 13 Terry Propson  

Dec 13 Joshua Vickman 

Dec 16 Randall Kluess 

Dec 18 Paige Schisel 

Dec 21 Dawson Mollen 

Dec 24 Alexa Foelske 

Dec 25 Jules Cappelle 

 

Dec 25 Holly Schmidt 

Dec 27 Kay Neuman 

Dec 27 Leah Uitenbroek 

Dec 28 Charles Maass 

Dec 28 Janet Wierschke 

Dec 30 Samuel Reschke 

Dec 30 Jonathan Van Schyndel 

Dec 30 Judith Wicker 

Dec 31 Kim Lindsay 

 

Special Worship Schedule 

Keep Christ at the center of all of your celebrations 

both at home and by worshiping with us!  Join us on 

these special days: 
 

Thursday, December 16
th

 at 6:30 pm 

Only regular service/communion worship for the week 
 

Sunday, December 19
th

 at 8:00 and 10:00 am 

K-8
th

 grade and Sunday School services 
 

Wednesday, December 22
nd

 at 6:00 pm 

Early Childhood Christmas program 
 

Friday, December 24
th

 at 2:00 and 6:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

Saturday, December 25
th

 at 9:00 am 

Christmas Day Worship 
 

Friday, December 31
st
 at 2:00 and 6:30 pm 

New Year’s Eve Worship 
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School Highlights 

STEAM Club Volunteers Needed 
St. John Lutheran School would like to hold a STEAM 

Club during our third quarter (beginning in late 

January and running through late March), but 

volunteers are needed in order to make it work.  

Students will be divided into different age categories 

and pre-arranged projects prepared for them. 

Volunteers are asked to lead and/or assist with groups 

of students to help them achieve their goals for the 

project.  The time commitment would be for just over 

an hour at the end of the school day—twice a month if 

working with younger (K-2) students on projects or 

once a week if working with older (3
rd

-8
th

) students on 

robotics. If you are interested in helping out, please 

speak with Mrs. Wicks about which age groups, days 

of the week, and types of projects work best for you.  

Please give serious consideration to helping with this 

venture, as STEAM club has been quite popular in the 

past but will not be possible without plenty of help!   

Classroom Christmas Parties 
Each classroom will be having their own Christmas 

parties on Thursday, December 23
rd

 (the final day of 

school before Christmas break).  All students and 

faculty are invited to wear their comfiest winter 

pajamas and join in the fun.  Parents, please check for 

notes from your child’s teacher regarding snacks and 

gift exchanges.  Early childhood students are invited to 

attend their classroom’s party even if they are not 

normally scheduled on Thursday mornings. 

School Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to the following students celebrating 

in the month of December! 

December 4- Lincoln C. 

December 8- Kylie Q. 

December 12- Alaina G. 

December 16- Ruby V. 

December 25- Jules C. 

 

 

‘Tis the Season… for Warm 

Winter Wear 
Parents, please be sure to send winter coats, hats, 

mittens and/or gloves with your students every day.  

From time to time, make sure that these are still in 

their backpack or school storage area; check for a lost 

and found if your child no longer can locate their 

items.  It is always a good idea to label your child’s 

winter gear, as hats and mittens are easy to lose and 

most snowpants look the same.  
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Scrip Makes a Great Christmas Gift! 

Gift cards from the Scrip program make great Christmas gifts!  Scrip cards are available for many 

retailers, restaurants, getaway locations, and more.  Depending on the retailer, amounts can vary 

from $10—perfect for stocking stuffers—to $500—which might just cover your gift list this year.  

Check out https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/BrandAlphabeticalList for a complete list 

of what is available, or speak with Dierdra Stary or Rebecca Wicks to see what we have in stock at 

church and school.  As a bonus, your gift card purchases through the St. John Scrip program can 

help pay off your child’s tuition or support our organization.  Be sure to order ahead during the 

Christmas season, as cards that we don’t typically keep in stock can take a week to arrive.   

Church Office 920-532-4865 stjohnwrightstown@gmail.com 

School Office 920-532-4361 office@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Pastor Mike Gehl 920-309-5171 pastorgehl@gmail.com 

Tim Raddatz, principal and  

          2
th

-4
th

 grade teacher 920-636-5007 tim.raddatz@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Dillon Solomon, 5
th

-8
th

 grade teacher 248-525-3700 dillon.solomon@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Rebecca Wicks, K-1
st
 grade teacher 920-809-8648 rebecca.wicks@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Jamie Buss,  PreK teacher  920-538-0470 jamie.buss@stjohnwrightstown.com 

Alexa Foelske, preschool teacher 920-323-4185 alexa.foelske@stjohnwrightstown.com   

www.stjohnwrightstown.com 

facebook.com/StJohnWrightstown 

 instagram.com/stjohnwrightstown 

 

Contact Us 

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/BrandAlphabeticalList

