
Some holiday crafting fun was had on Friday, December 11th at church.  The school children came 
over to the school where the Edinger Family instructed the children in making Christmas Gnomes.  
Everyone had a great time.  A large gingerbread house was broken apart of all to enjoy.   

Come join us for some fun on New Year’s Eve.  
One of the school families arranged this get to-
gether for the children at school.   
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Hello!  I hope that you are all well.   
 
With the weather looking to be turning consistently cold and with a hint of snow on the ground, I would like to 
take a quick moment to remind everyone to check their child’s winter gear clothing.  Please make sure everything 
is at school that you child will need in order to play outside… hats, mittens, boots, snow pants etc.  Please check 
this every morning before dropping your kiddo off at school or sending them into school.  Thanks! 
 

Christmas break will be starting next week Wednesday.  Wednesday, December 23rd will only be a HALF DAY of 
school with the end time set at 11:30.  Please make arrangements to have your child picked up at the half day 
pickup as there will be no after school care that day.  Also, please take home your child’s bedding on their last full 
day of school before break as it would be wonderful to have it all go home to get a good wash before coming back 
in the new year.   
 
I want to thank all of you for your participation in our outreach to the people in the nursing homes.  The kids had 
some fun making their cards at school, and some even decided to make more by their own choice.  For Christmas, 
we were able to reach people that were shut ins from St. John, as well as another area church, and also two nursing 
homes.  Gifts were donated and I am sure that the people that will receive these gifts will love them so much as 
they unwrap something so unexpected and filled with kindness.  Thank you again! 
 
Since this is the last newsletter before Christmas break, I want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a great 
start to 2021.  I hope the days that you have off over the holidays are both filled with family fun and also moments 
of relaxing for you.  Finally, I wish you the peace and joy that can be found as we remember the true meaning of 
Christmas, Jesus being born. 
 
Blessings to all!  Ms. Buss 

Message from Pastor Gehl 
 

"Hold your horses! I'm coming!" You can practically FEEL the frustration and impatience in that statement, 
can't you? One person is sitting in the car or standing in the doorway waiting impatiently. The other person is 
running around like a chicken with its head cut off - maybe because they left something for the last minute 
that should've been taken care of earlier. It appears that they'll be late to whatever event they're attending. 
We recently entered into a new season of the church year - Advent. The word Advent means "coming." It's a 
time for Christians to focus on the coming of Jesus. Of course, he came into our world as a human being a 
couple thousand years ago. He comes to us in the good news of God's Word. And he's going to come at an 
unknown (at least to us) time in the future. Even though we haven't been given a clear ETA, it's gonna be 
soon - all indications of his return have occurred. And there's no holding it back, no slowing it down. How un-
fortunate it would be to have him catch us off guard! How important it is to prepare our hearts and lives - both 
to celebrate his first coming and to welcome him upon his return on the clouds of heaven! We invite both our 
church and school families to ready themselves by attending our special worship services this Christmas 
season! How exciting it is to celebrate the advent of our Savior!  
 In Christ's service and yours! Pastor Mike Gehl 
 

Holiday Services are: Christmas Eve: 2 & 6:30 pm, Christmas Day: 9 am, New Year’s Eve: 6:30 pm 



Classroom News 

Its Christmas Time! 
We have practiced our Christmas songs and are making a virtual Christmas service with the whole 
school. This service will be viewable in church on Sunday Dec. 20th and then when it will be streamed 
via our Facebook Page or on Pastor Gehl's YouTube Page. Preschool is not needed in person at any 
time for this service but you are welcome to join us at 7:45 or 10:15 if you would like to watch these 
with the congregation. Otherwise by Sunday afternoon the video will most likely be available online. 
 

You should have seen a half sheet come home giving you information about our Secret Santa Gift ex-
change. Your child is asked to bring a wrapped $5 present. Girls bring a girl gift and boys bring a boy 
gift. If your child does not attend on Dec. 23, the day of our exchange, they are welcome to come any-
way. Children that bring a gift get a gift even if it is not on the exchange day, I recommend not having 
your child pick out the present since we have trouble keeping a secret or understanding that the gift is 
not for us. 
 

In academic news, we have finished letter J and are moving on to K. We have switched our number, 
shape and color. We have moved to number 5, Star, and Green. We have changed our monthly story 
book to The Elves and the Shoemaker. Preschool is enjoying learning to follow along with pictures dur-
ing a story. We have also improved on observing when things happen in a story. This weeks' bible sto-
ry is Jesus' birth and next week is the visit of the wise men.  
 

Thank you for bringing snow gear to school. Please make sure your child has snow gloves and not the 
thin knit ones as they get very cold and as your child plays with snow. Please let me know if you would 
like snow gear to stay at school rather than taking it back and forth. 
As always feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year!  Mrs. Alexa Foelske 

Annual Christmas Service Goes Virtual 
 

Our annual Christmas Service will look a little different this year.  Grades K-8 usually join Sunday School 
classes to do a single, live service the Sunday before Christmas, while preschool and pre-K usually do a 
live Wednesday evening service.  This year, all grades (preschool-8th

 grade) will combine together and will 
switch to a primarily virtual format.  Students will be recording their songs and recitations, which will be in-
put into a slide show.  The slide show will be played live for both the 7:45 and 10:15 service so that any-
one present in the church can join in for congregational hymns and spoken pieces.  A small selection of 
students will be live at church for instrumental pieces.  Mrs. Bunn will be organizing those who are asked 
to perform live. Other students will not join in any live parts in front of church. Families are welcome to join 
the regular congregation provided social distancing can be maintained or to watch the virtual service 
online.  If you choose to come to church, please make note of signs blocking off alternate pews and follow 
recommendations for face masks.  
 

The full service, including recorded student songs and recitations, congregational portions, and instrumen-
tals, will be posted on Facebook, our new website (stjohnwrightstown.com), and Pastor Gehl’s YouTube 
channel within the following days.  We will send out a link via the Remind app.   We highly encourage fam-
ilies to watch the children’s Christmas service online as part of their holiday celebrations.  

Classroom News 

Mrs. Wicks' Classroom News 

 

Parents, please watch for a link to our virtual Christmas service to come out early next week.  Everyone 
should have received a note with some details of our arrangement for the service this year as well as infor-
mation about our Christmas party.  Christmas exchange gifts may be brought in ahead of time if you wish.   
 

Please also note that as we are getting further into the Christmas season, we are also getting further into 
winter temperatures.  Make sure to send your child with the appropriate hats, mittens, boots, snow pants, 
and warm coats.  Those who do not have warm outerwear will need to stay inside during recess. There will 
not be any available to borrow this year. 
 

I will encourage parents to talk to their children about bringing home books for Christmas break.  Students 
will NOT have homework over break and will not be required to take daily quizzes (though they can if you 
wish), but I do highly encourage regular reading of books from home, school, or the library.  Please speak 
with your child about how many books you would like them to bring home from school.  I will try to remind 
students to gather the books on Tuesday, December 22nd, since we will already have plenty to carry on 
Wednesday the 23rd. 
 

I wish all of you a blessed, happy, and healthy Christmas and break.  Enjoy the time with your family!  Mrs. 
Wicks 

Mrs. Bun’s Classroom News 
In religion class, we have spent the majority of the last two weeks preparing recitations and songs for our 
Christmas service.  We have also been doing Advent and Christmas devotions in the afternoon. Our last 
devotion definitely had a fitting message for this year.  It was titled “The Heart of Christmas” and was 
based on Titus 2:11-14.  The devotion talked about all the discussions we have been hearing about this 
time of year and how it will not seem like Christmas if we don’t have any snow, don’t get to see some 
family members, have a normal Christmas service, don’t get to collect candy at the Christmas parade, sit 
on Santa’s lap, etc.  There are so many different reasons why we think things may not feel like Christmas 
this year.  While all those things may be disappointing, we have to remember that while some of these 
things may help us celebrate the Savior’s birth, they have absolutely no impact on the true importance 
and reason for celebrating Christmas.  Christmas is a celebration of Christ’s birth and what that birth 
means to us.  Our hearts still have so much to be happy for because that baby brings the blessed hope 
that we have through Jesus coming and the sacrifice he made for us.  The following poem is a reminder 
of why this Christmas has  no less joy than any other: 
 Even if, at Christmas, we did not have a tree, 
 Our hearts would glow with joyfulness at the birth of Thee. 
 Even if, at Christmas, colored bulbs gave off no light, 
 Our hearts would still be shining with God’s love warm and bright. 
 Even if, at Christmas, we had no gifts to give, 
 We could share the gift of Jesus that 

 God gave so all might live. 
 
Merry Christmas and I wish you God’s blessings into the New Year!  Mrs. Bunn 


